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Violent Video Games Influences Mass Shooters
Link to the article < https://abcnews.go.com/beta-story-container/US/breaking-debate-violent-video-games-school-shootings/story?id=55324231>
The title of this study is “violent video games influences mass shooters.” The purpose of the study is to determine whether or not violent video games influences violent behaviors. According to the study, players tend to copy acts of violence and are more likely to be influenced by those acts hence engaging in violent activities such as mass shooting. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The study is a correlational one because the researchers are trying to measure or determine whether or not there is a relationship between variables. Rather than collecting data from a sample population, the researchers cumulated findings across existing empirical studies previously conducted on the topic. The results of the findings suggest an effect of desensitization which leads to aggressive behaviors among young children and teenagers. For this reason, the study is correlational because it finds a relationship between violent video games and a change in behaviors. According to the investigators, the more time an individual spends playing violent video games, the more he or she is likely to become aggressive. This simply means that there is a correlation between time and change in behavior. If the independent variable and in this case time is changed, then, a change in behavior is observed. For the purpose of clarity and reliability, I would like to ask the researcher the following question:
1. Could a mixed methodology be used to determine whether aggression or change in behavior is positively associated with the type of game played? 
2. Why didn’t you conduct an experiment to determine the cause and effect of aggression among a selected sample population? I tend to think that by exposing an experimental group to the independent variable could have helped draw more reliable conclusion on the topic rather than just looking at the relationship between variables. 
3. Assuming that a sample population is subjected to playing violent video games for a period of time, can we use the period of time as a variable to be used in determining whether or not violent video games will have a negative effect on the participants? 
Researchers see possible link between opioids, birth defects
Link to the study < https://www.foxnews.com/health/researchers-see-potential-link-between-opioids-birth-defect>
The title of the study should be “An existing link between opioids and birth defects.” The title tells the reader that researchers were trying to measure or determine a link between opioids and birth defects. In fact, the study reports that birth defects are one of the leading causes of infant mortality which makes up to nearly 20 percent of all infant deaths reported annually. In simple terms, the purpose of the study is to determine the cause of birth defects. 
While the authors did not conduct the experiment, they relied on numerous studies conducted on the topic and reported their findings. The study is experimental because it seeks to determine the cause of birth defects and effects opioids may have on pregnant women who takes the drug to relieve pain. Furthermore, I believe the study is experimental because the researcher tries to investigate or manipulate a factor which is the independent variable and in this case the effect opioids have on pregnant women. If pregnant women who do not take the drug to relieve pain are involved in the experiment, then, the investigator could have reported no cause and effect in their study. The question I would like to ask the researcher is:
1. How did you manipulate the independent variable to arrive at the findings?
2. If the independent variable is manipulated and does not cause any effect, is it possible to manipulate data to influence the hypothesis the study is trying to test?
3. Is it possible to measure a correlation between variables using this method of research?

Child Abuse Ups Suicide Risk in Later Life: Study
Link to the article < https://in.style.yahoo.com/child-abuse-ups-suicide-risk-095758679.html>
This article is a correlational study. It is exploring the relationship between children attempt to commit suicide and physical, sexual, and emotional abuse. A correlation relationship is a way of measuring the extent to which to variables are related. In other words, it means that if young children are subjected to any form of abuse may it be physical, sexual or even emotional, they are more likely to commit or attempt to commit suicide. The researcher used 68 studies conducted on the topic to determine whether there is a correlation between suicide and abuse. Thus, the purpose of the study was to determine whether or not there is a connection between abuse and suicide attempts among young children. 
1. The question to the researcher is does a change in one variable change the other in a scenario where there are other variables affecting the results in a correlation study?
2. What is the evidence?
3. Given that suicide is associated with other behaviors such as depression and stress, is it important to measure such behaviors as a way of determining any other relationship between variables? 
Generation Z Kids Have Better Self-Control than Generation X
Link to the article < https://www.newsweek.com/generation-z-kids-have-better-self-control-gen-x-according-study-993643>
The title of the study “generation z kids have better self-control than generation x”, sought to examine how the two cohort groups behave. According to the study, generation z tends to have a delayed gratification compared to generation x. The researchers arrived at this inference by assessing a sample population of people aged 53 and above. The researchers noted an existing link between delayed gratification and a range of dependent variables, which include the level of education, ability to deal with stress, and so forth. The study also concluded that generation x have less self-control compared with generation z. This is a correlational study because it is trying to investigate two variables that tends to relate to each other. 
A correlation does not imply causation that is to say if A is related to B, that does not necessarily mean A causes B. Looking deeper into the research findings, there is much more that meets the eye. Generation X is highly educated and is more likely to engage in things that amplify gratification and these are things like high academic achievements which translate to higher incomes. With this understanding, I would like to ask the researchers the following questions.
1. How did you collect the data and is it representative of the larger population?
2. What variables did you use to determine differences between the two cohort groups?
3. What statistical measure did you use to arrive at your conclusion?
